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COURSE OUTLINE:

This course explores the religious and scientific foundations for modern business practices.
The central themes to be examined in the course are: the religious foundations of current
business practices, concentrating on financial activities; how modern business practices
are justified, both ethically and ideologically; and, how modem business rhetoric uses the
pretext of ethical superiority or scientific objectivity to promote economic, political and
social objectives.

COURSE EVALUATION

The evaluation will be composed of three parts: 40% individual work (a term paper); 40%
group or individual presentation; and 20% individual class participation.

The individual work component will be an essay on a topic relevant to the class themes,
hopefully based on the presentation. The specifics for the essay, such as length and topic,
will be determined after individual consultation with the instructor. A non-binding list of
potential topics, together with an essay template, can be provided.

The topics for the group presentations will be concerned with developing the specific
course themes, such as how business interests use the rhetoric of scientific objectivity to
promote political and social objectives. To form groups, the class list will be divided into
groups of 3 to 4 people, using a method which is agreeable to the class.

In addition to individual groups being responsible for leading class sessions, each
individual will be expected to participate in the class discussions during weeks when their
group is not directly responsible for that topic (20%).

REQUIRED READING
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